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Background  

The effects of climate change are primarily local, but debate on climate change in Nepal is heavily focused 

towards national level policy framing and programming. This in part reflects general practice where 

debate around climate change adaptation is split between policy discussions at the national level and 

project implementation at the village or local level. This debate fails to address the role of meso level 

institutions and local governance in adapting to climate change. More recently, there have been some 

attempts to engage some meso-level institutions, but little is known how these efforts have been framed 

and enacted, particularly in the context of the current political transition and growing evidence of 

climate change impacts on local agro-ecological environment.  
 

The meso sphere encompasses a whole range of organisations from local government, local offices of 

state and national government, associations of community groups, networks and associations of 

entrepreneurs, educational organizations, to media. These organisations often transcend the state-

market-civil society boundaries, and operate as semi-formal, fluid, and adaptive systems, nurturing 

knowledge, shaping adaptive behavior, mediating conflicts, and negotiating power. Without 

understanding how these organisations emerge, what their institutional underpinnings are and also, 

what contexts shape their performance, our understanding of climate change adaptation possibility will 

remain limited.  
 

Similarly, the wider debate on climate change also does not critically explore or question the theoretical 

and methodological issues of building understanding of the context specific nature of risks attributable to 

climate change, the appropriate responses and interventions to address these, the modalities of 

interventions and the nature of the adaptation process.  There is a need to promote an open discussion 

and debate around these issues. In such context, this knowledge-sharing forum is organized on this 

crucial aspect that will contribute to climate change adaptation planning and actions in the future.

Call for papers and presentations  
 

We invite interested researchers and practitioners to submit papers (3000-5000 words) or oral 

presentation (not over 25 power point slides) for presentation in the first knowledge sharing forum to be 

held on May 23 in Kathmandu, Nepal.  

The objective of this forum is to provide an opportunity to researchers and practitioners to reflect upon, 

analyze, share and disseminate their research and experiences. This will also help document innovative 

responses of local institutions to climate change and theorize the links between meso-level institutions 

and climate change adaptation.  



It is expected that the meeting will be able to identify new insights and lessons in relation to three broad 

questions around the debate on climate change adaptation:  

• What theoretical approaches are relevant/useful for building understanding of climate change 

adaptation? 

• What methodological instruments are appropriate for research on climate change adaptation? 

• What can we learn in relation to theory, methods and outcomes from the climate change adaptation 

and related projects that have already been initiated or implemented? 

Considering these larger questions, presenters may like to focus on one or several specific questions such 

as:  

1. How is climate science being downscaled, communicated, adapted? 

2. How is local concern about climate being articulated politically at spheres of local government? 

3. How do local governments interact with central government agencies on issues related to climate 

change? 

4. What forms of collective actions are emerging in understanding and addressing climate change at 

local level?  

5. How do public policy and development funding mediate and shape local institutional responses to 

climate change? 

6. How are community-based adaptation initiatives monitored, analyzed, scaled up and 

institutionalized? 

7. To what extent are new technological innovations emerging in natural resource management? 

8. To what extent does local knowledge influence institutional responses? 

9. What strategies and policies are being put into place to support local organisational capacity to 

adapt with climate change on various sectors of development, and what are the lessons from the 

implementation of these provisions? 
 

Publication  

Authors/presenters will receive feedback for improving the papers for possible publication. Papers of 

acceptable quality will be e-published as Working Paper and posted in a newly created learning platform 

at www.climate-institutions.org, which will be operational in May 2012. A few papers of outstanding 

quality will also be selected for the special issue of Journal of Forest and Livelihoods in climate change 

adaptation  

For more information 

If you would like to present a paper in the knowledge sharing forum or otherwise participate in the event, please 

write to:  

 

Dr Hemant R Ojha at Hemant@sias-southasia.org   

Ms Niru Gurung at niru@forestaction.org  
 

Conveners 

Hemant Ojha, Naya S. Paudel, Adam Pain, Netra Timsina, Hari Dhungana, Dil B. Khatri and Niru Gurung 


